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WASSUP WITH THE 
CRYPT-KEEPER?! 


GLAD YOU AXED! HE’S 
BEEN READING THE 
ONLINE REVIEWS OF 
. HIS LATEST CRYPT 
^ COMIC! HEH HEHl 


EITHER HE’S SO ^ 
SELF-ABSORBED THAT’S 


OL’ C-K REMINDS ME 
f OF ANOTHER DESPERATELY \ 
NEEDY NINCOMPOOP NAMED 
JAYSAN! HE TOO WANTED TO 
BE LOVED BY MILLIONS! THAT’S 
WHY JAYSAN HOPED TO BECOME 
THE POPSTAR IDOL! HERE’S A 
FRIGHTENING FABLE FROM MY 
WITCH'S CAULDRON CALLED... 


f HE’S GHOULGLED HIMSELF TO \ 


WELL, OLD ^-^41 


| DEATH OR THE REVIEWS ARE 1 


W W WITCH, YOU KNOW 

^HE 1 , THAT’LL^ 

1 WAY SCARIER THAN HIS STORIES 


W J WHAT THEY SAY— 

W LOOK GROOVY \ 

1 —HE HASN’T BUDGED IN HOURS! 1 


EC COME, EC GO! 

1 IN MY VAULT! t 




rM h epe at ^ 

THE PIPST DAY OF 

tpyouts fop next 

SEASON'S EDITION OF 
POPSTAP TOOL — . 


r OH, NO.' WHY^ 
DIDN'T YOU WAKE 
ME UP?.' YOU KNEW 
I WANTED TO BE 
THEPE, SLOPIA.' > 


—AS YOU CAN 
r SEE, THE CPOWD IS ” 
IMMENSE? MANY HAVE 
BEEN IN LINE FOP PAYS 
TO SET THEIP CHANCE TO 
k AUDITION FOP THE j 
HIT SHOW' 









DEJECTED GUT DETERMINED, 
THE POTENTIAL POPSTAP 
WANDERS BACK HOME... 

r 0ABN IT f I'M CONNA SET 
IN LINE LATER TONISHT TO 


PREOCCUPIED WITH HIS THOUGHTS, HE 
DOESN'T NOTICE A LAPSE BOOK BLOCKING 
HIS PATH AND STUMBLES OVER IT... 



LITTLE PEAUZINS HOW TPUE HIS STATE- 
MENT IS, HE FLIPS THPOUSH THE TOME... 





HIDING- IN THE SHADOWS, JAYS AN 
DOESN'T HAVE TO WAIT LONS... 


BEFOPE HIS ASTONISHED EYES, THE DEAD 
MOUSE IS CONSUMED IN FLAMES AND A 
STPANSE SMOKE PISES WITH AN OFFENSIVE 
SULFUPIC SMELL/ 


ha.' it woacep! 

L NOW WHAT ?! 








AND TPUE TO THE DEMON'S PCOMISE, JAYS AN AUDITIONS SEFOPE 
SLYMON eOWBLL, APAULA O'POUL, AND P£N£LL JAXON/ 


OH, eoy, HEPE'S @[SIVE HIM A CHANCE/] 
ANOTHEP NUT.' 


SO AHEAO, SUY.' 


OOOH, 

BABY 

.BABY.' 


PATHETIC, 7 


HE'S KINDA CUTE/ 


I AM SO INTO YOU, 
MY BABY LOVE, OOH 
V. YEAH/ 


■ AND IT ALWAYS HELPS*** 
TO HAVE A KINDA &OOFY 
ACT ON THE SHOW, DAWS' 










PULUNS FPEE PPOM OAYSAN, SLOPIA 
SLIPS ON SOME SOAPY WATEP AND... 


OHHH/ 


THEPE IS NO PESPONSE AS HEP 
LIFELESS BODY STAPTS TO ISNITE 
ON TOP THE DEMONIC SYMBOLS' 


OH, VO/ 0LOPIA' 
APE YOU OK A/Pi 


a eieeeQ 

DEMON.' . 


you 

SUMMONED MEP 

what is youp 
^ wishp y 




DIDN'T WANT 


r IS IT YOUQ ^ 
DESIPE TO spins 1 

nee QACK TO J 

L. L/FE? ^ 


IT WOULD TAKE A STILL 
&QEATEQ SACRIFICE 
k TO PEALIZE yOUP J 
DESIPE/ 


£P, UH. . A/O/ I 
WANT TO W7/V ON 
THE POPSTA2 i 
SHOW/ 


can you 

r MAKE SUPE I SET ' 
. ACCEPTED ON THE, 
SHOW? 


y IT IS DONE! ^ 
AND AAAy I MAKE 
A SU&&ESTIONP DO 
SOMETHIN© ABOUT 
V THAT W4/P>/ ^ 




row, 646//^ 
CAN'T u-t-l-ve 
WITHOUT 

you--.'* 


and so sesins 

JAYSAN'S 

SEEMINSLY 

INEXPLICABLE 

pise on thc 
show, Desprre 

HIS QUESTION- 
ABLE TALENT, HE 
SETS A CADPE 
OF SCPE AMINS 
PANS,,. SIMPLY 
8ECAUSE HE 
IS ON TV.' 


JAYS AN' 
JAYSAN' 




YBCCH' WHAT A 
NOlSBf HIS CONTINUED 
SUCCESS IS SUPELY 
THE WOPK OF THE 
OAQY ACTS' 

WE'LL SEE ^ 
HOW THE VOTINS \ 
SOES TONI&HT. \ 
AMEPICA CAN'T 6E SO ) 
STUPID AS TO MAKE / 
HIM THE POPSTAP / 
TOOL' 










O-O-KAY/ WELL, IF 
CEDPIC DOESN'T SHOW 
UP SOON, HE'S OF 
V THE COMPETITION/ X 


THE MYSTEPY OF THE MISSINS POPSTAP CONTESTANT 
MAKES HEADLINES WHICH FUELS DAYS AN'S SUCCESS 
AS THE SHOW MUST SO ON. 


THAT'S A 

SAFE BBT' 


BACKSTASE ON THE NEXT 
TO LAST SHOW... 


do you 

THINK THEY'LL 

evee find cedpic? 

WHAT COULD'VE 
V HAPPENED? > 


OH, HE^SS 
PPOSA8LY 
COULDN'T TAKE 
THE HEAT AND 
FLAKED OUT', 


'LUCK IS POP^ 
LESSEP MEN/ 1 
DON'T /s/eec? 
IT/ ^ 


* 


S’ 






AFTEP TONISHT, ONLY T g M|L J 

TWO OF YOU WILL 8£ 

LEFT/ SOOO LUCK TO / \ 

^ YOU ALL/ \ V- 




WHAT DO you THINK A80UT THE 


► MAyee i can win on 

My OWN WITHOUT ANy 

M mope oeMONtc n 
RL. HELP! - M 


FINALISTS, StyMON? 


AN UTTEP 

TPAVBSTYT WE'VE ^ 
r SEEN SOME PEAL TALENT 1 
SET VOTED OFF IN FAVOP OF 
THAT CATEPWAULINS 8ANSHEE, 
, JAySAN.' IF HE WINS, IT'LL 8E 
0k A New LOW FOP MUSICAL^ 
STANOAPOS/ 


H I WOULD WIN \ 

I IF rr WASN'T FOP THAT A | 
- 1 SOWELL ALWAyS 6 AP- U 
MOUTHING ME.' HE JUST VOTED 
HIMSELF AS TOP FINALIST FOP 
THE ULTIMATB SACPIFICB THAT 
WILL ASSUPE My VICTOPy.' 




ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE PINAL SHOW, 
JAYSAN APPANSES A MEETING WITH SLyMON... 













p* LOOK— I DUG UP 
' ONE OF THE CRYPT- 
KEEPER'S RARE COMICS— 
IT’S ENTOMBED IN PLASTIC, 
SO IT MUST BE VALUABLE! 


JUST TOSS 
IT IN WITH THE 
! REST OF THE STUFF 
WE’RE TAKING OFF 
C-K’S HANDS! 


HOO-HAH! ^ 
FINALLY A 
“REALITY” TV 
SHOW THAT’S 
TRUE TO LIFE, 
AS SLYMON 
WAS ABLE 
TO DEMON- 
STRATE! 



GOOD LORD! I THOUGHT THEY’D NEVER 
LEAVE! HI, BOILS AND GHOULS, LET 
ME TELL YOU THE TERRIFYING TRUTH 
BEHIND THAT COMICBOOK THOSE 
TWO GHOULUNATICS RIPPED-OFF 
. WHILE I WAS LURKING IN MY i 
^ FAVORITE SCREAM-ROOM! 


^ JUST LIKE WHAT ^ 
YOU CALL AN OVER-PRICED 
COMICBOOK DE-GRADED AND 
IMPRISONED IN PLASTIC, I CALL 
THIS TERROR-TALE... 




















LIKE THE WOPLD ITSELF, 
COMICBOOKS EMBODY THE 
PPIMAL, TITANIC FOPCES OF 
^ GOOO AND BtttJ A 


WT THAT'S WHY 
f I'VE DEVOTED MY ' 
LIFE TO SATHEPINS 
THESE FINE HEQOES 
W UNDEP ONE / 

m. poof/ 


[ MAN, THE OLD 
DUDE IS WACK/ 
HE TALKS LIKE A 
COMIC HIMSELF/ j 


r UNLIKE THE ^ 
WOPLD, IN COMICS, 
JUSTICE CAN 
L. PULE/ 


i 


I LIKE TO THINK THEIP COLLECTED 
ENEPSY INFOPMS THE VEPY 
. SPICKS WITH AN UNEPPINS 
V- SENSE OF JUSTICE/ jk 


is® 


r UH.„Y£AH.^ 
YOU PAY CASH, 
v PISHT? a 












IT'S THE CONDITION f 
I'M soppy, IT'S SEEN 
PE AD TOO OFTEN.' . 


1 NOOO! I CAN'T 
SO SACK TO PICO 
WITH FIVE BUCKS/ 

, WHAT AM I . 
^ SONNA DO.?* 


YEAH? OUST LIKE 

youve useless 

v TO ME/ ^ 


MUCH OF THE ENEPSY HAS 
^ SEEN DCAINEOf ^ 


IT'S PPACTICALLY 
USELESS TO ME/ 
























YOU KNOW, 

r KIDDIES, IT’S JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS SUCH AS 
DERRICK THAT GIVE COMICS 
^ A REALLY BAD NAME! > 


OH, NO! 
WHAT’S THIS?! 


THOSE IDIOTS, 
r THE OLD WITCH AND THE 
VAULT-KEEPER, TRADED THE 
MOST VALUABLE COMIC IN 
THE WORLD, TO GET INTO 
k. ANOTHER COMIC! V 


IF SHE DROPS 
THAT CAR, THEY’LL 
HAVE TO RE-TITLE THE 
BOOK TRACTION COMICS! 

OH, THE HORROR— 

V THE HORROR! ^ 


THEY’RE \ 
DOWNGRADING THAT 
COMIC TO TORE-MINT 
CONDITION! ✓ 


WITH US ON THE^ 
COVER WE SHOULD 
DRIVE PRICES UP, 

. UP AND AWAY! > 


r SOUNDS LIKE N 
YOU’VE BEEN TO 
THE FORTRESS OF 
V ATTITUDE! s 


UNLESS WE JUST DESTROYED THE COMICS 
INDUSTRY AGA/N-DON’T MISS THE NEXT SHOCK-FILLED, 
SUPER-SCAREFYING, NIGHTMARE-INSPIRING, CRITIC-BAITING, 
COLLECTORS ITEM ISSUE OF TALES FROM THE CRYPT! 
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Salutations, you CRAZED CONSUMERS of PUTRID PAPERCUTZ PUBLICA- 
TIONS! Time once again for our VICIOUS VERBAL exchanges, regarding our previous 
phantasmaGORYcal issues! 

But first, here’s the SHOCKING results of the voting on TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
#2! “THE TENANT” by Neil Kleid and Steve Mannion just narrowly beat out “THE 
GARDEN” by Fred Van Lente and Mr. Exes as BEAST, er, best story! 

For any of you FOOLISH FRIGHT-FANS who missed our first two TERROR-FILLED 
issues, I’ve got good news for you! Our GREEDY publishers have rushed paperback and 
hardcover books into print collecting most of those stories — they're cleverly called TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
# 1 “ Ghouls Gone Wild!” and it’s on sale now at BOOkstores everywhere! There’s even an all-new TERROR- 
TALE by Don McGregor and Sho Murase called “RUNWAY ROADKILL!” that’s to DIE for! 



Subject: Talcs from the Crypt!! 

It's hard to put into words exactly how happy I was 
to discover that Papercutz is publishing new I F PC 
comics (and 1 am NOT a comic book person). I was 
always a huge fan of the show, but have never had 
the good fortune to get my hands on One of the 
comics. So I settled for pestering the guys at my 
local comic store (monthly) for anything similar. I 
managed to find a compilation of “The House of 
Mystery,” but hungered for more. Today, I got it. 
And I’m stoked. 1 am dying (ha ha) for the next 
issue to hit the stands. Thanks so much for resur- 
recting this awesome comic. I’ll be with you guys till 
the end. 

Natalie Vazquez, 

Puerto Rico 


Just until the end, Natalie ? What kind of fickle fan are 
you ? 


Subject: New Tales From the Crypt Comics 
Hello, I am writing in regards to your new Tales 
From the Crypt comicbook series. While 1 appreci- 
ate your efforts to revive such a quality publication, 
I feel that you are going about it incorrectly. You say 
that you want to keep true to the original, yet you’ve 
toned down the content to such a degree, that it 
doesn't even resemble the horrors from half a centu- 
ry ago. Even though it may seem somewhat tame 
now, back in the day. Pales From die Crypt was con- 
sidered very edgy' and gory. Had it not been for the 
atmosphere at the time, it would have been even 
more visceral. Now, standards are such that you can 
get away with putting a lot more violent content in 
comicbooks. By toning down the blood, you are 
not only abiding by standards that are over half a 
century old, but you are being less gory than even 
the original comics were! 


I also feel thar you do not understand the way Tales 
from the Crypt “shock” endings work. You acknowl- 
edge and utilize shock at the end, but not in the way 
they were intended. You can’t just have some random 
twist at the end, it has to have a social message to it (a 
“preachy”). Additionally, die end is typically met with 
a bloody surprise. This final panel is met with a narra- 
tive box diat describes the gore-shock in great detail, 
which gives the reader a better description and creates 
a sense of uneasiness. 

Now, we have to talk about the artwork. I don’t 
expect you to mimic the realistic noir-esque panels of 
the original to a tee, but at least give it a shot. Your art- 
work in these new comics doesn’t even look remotely 
realisde. It looks like something out of a damn 
Nickelodeon cartoon! 

In closing, 1 would like to ask you to please reconsid- 
er your new vision of rhese comics or disconrinue them 
and let the crypt rest peacefully while you concentrate 
on Nancy Drew or something. 

Nathan Wakefield 


/ feel your pain / f> tunately. I’m stuck with 

Salicrup as editor'. 


Subject: TFTC Stories 

I’ve read some of the comments about the art seem- 
ing like it’s geared more towards young children. And 
while I somewhat agree with that... the stories are quite 
good and very mature! I thought rhar the} - were very 
nostalgic of die classic EC Tales From The Crypt 
comics. In the last issue I really enjoyed “The 
Garden,” ir kept me guessing all the way til the end. 
But “The Tenant” was definitely my favorite. It really 
reminded me of the typical ‘Poetic Justice’ that was 
often dealt from the old dales From The Crypt sto- 

CAN’T WAIT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE!! 

Jeremy Seth Brauner 
Tustin, CA 


No need to wait, Jeremy — it’s here! 


Subject: smiling to you, dear 

My dear friend, I am pretty and passionate 
Ukrainian woman, but I am lonely. My heart dies 
without love as beau ri fill flower dies without water. I 
need to love and to be beloved as rose needs to be 
watered every day. I need kisses and love as no flower 
can’t live without sunny rays. Waiting for your 
response. 

Josi 


Get back to me after you die, Josi! ( Got to get a new 

spam-filter!) 


Subject: Thanks for returning the greatest comic of 
all time. 

Hi. I’ve been a fan of Tales from die Crypt for a 
long time now. Too young For the initial run, but I 
read a bunch of the reprints, and watched the show. 
I just finished the new issue #2, and have to say the 
new comics completely and totally lived up to the 
originals, the stories are just as creepy, and the art is 
just completely fabulous. My only complaint is that 
there is no possibility to get a subscription to 
TFTC." Just leaving my opinion, and asking if 
you are going to also revive the “Vault of Horror” 
and “Haunt of Fear”? Thanks, 

A Fan 


An interesting query. A! What do the rest of you EC 
Fan-Addicts Lhink? 

As for subsCRYPTtions, just send us a check or 
money order, in US funds only, for $24.00 for a one- 
year, six-issue subscription to TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT. Subscriptions begin with the next issue pub- 
lished after we receive your order. 


Subject: Keep up tire good work! 

Hey, I’d just like to say thar 1 LOVE YOUR TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT COMICS!! I still love the origi- 
nals, but these are easier for me to read (I’m 13). The 
artwork is semi-good in “The Garden” though. My 
favorite comic so far was in issue #2 called “The 
Tenant.” Keep up the terror-ific work! Thank you to 
the people and my favorite dead-wood star, The Crypt- 
Keeper! 1 am in love wirh rhe FI BO series but mosr 
defiandy the comics! I grew up wich them since my 
parents are horror fiend-ittics! Love die comics and 
love the gore! 

Maggot Kisses, 

Lesley 


Thanks, Lesley! If we haven’t rotted your young 
mind yet, maybe we will next issue! 

That’s all for now! Don’t miss TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT #4 — featuring virtual madness by Neil Kleid 
and Chris Noeth entitled “Extra Life” and a prescient 
preachy by Don McGregor, James Romberger and 
Marguerite Van Cook called “Crystal Clear”! 

Aid keep chose emails and letters coming, kiddies! 
'Fell us what you thought of this teratoid, yet transcen- 
dental third issue. Send your letters to: 

The Crypt- Keeper's Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 

Or email your crazed commentaries to our egomania- 
cal editor at: salicrup@papercutz.com. 
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COLLECTING STORIES BY MARC BILGREY & MR. EXES, ROB VOLLMAR 
S TIM SMITH 3, NEIL KLEID & STEVE MANNION - PLUS AN 
ALL-NEW STORY BY DON McGREGOR & SHO MURASE! 


ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 





